Impaired hepatic function in segmental biliary obstruction demonstrated with a receptor-binding radiotracer.
A patient with cholangiocarcinoma underwent left-sided cholangiojejunostomy, and hepatic functional imaging with a receptor-binding radiotracer and SPECT was performed to evaluate the distribution of functional reserve. It revealed decreased accumulation in the regions with residual dilatation of the intrahepatic bile ducts, indicating several kinds of focal damage in hepatic function caused by segmental biliary obstruction. The radioligand may be useful in assessing regional hepatic function, and the high spatial resolution provided by SPECT appears to play an important role for this purpose.